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ARTSLAB: TREATS - PREMIERES THU 2 FEBRUARY 
listen | feel | move | watch | embody 

 
Shopfront presents five diverse new works created by six of Sydney’s most exciting emerging artists through 
their annual ArtsLab artist-in-residence program. 
 
Born out of a six-month supported program which commenced in August 2016 – providing mentorship and 
creative development – ArtsLab: Treats opens this Thursday 2 February for a two-week season. 
  
Through a process of exploration, failure, and discovery comes a multifarious season split across two equally 
provocative weeks. Featuring a dance solo, a futuristic fashion parade, a new play, a live audiobook and a digital 
narrative.  
 
Shopfront’s Executive Director/CEO Daniel Potter explains, “Our goal is to champion all young people as artists 
who create vibrant multi-art form work, and our ArtsLab initiative provides an opportunity for us to realise this 
goal while providing some very exciting emerging artists with an opportunity to create and develop works that 
we think will go on to have a significant life”.  
 
Hannah Strout, our Director Young and Emerging Artist Programs, added, “From finished scripts, hand-drawn 
graphs, and one-line ideas, the seeds of these works have put down roots and grown into tangible and solid 
productions. From diverse and varied artists, a diverse and varied season has emerged that showcases their 
individual strengths, passions, determination, and artistic vision. Over countless bowls of 2-minute noodles, these 
artists have put themselves and their creativity to the test!”. 
 
The ArtsLab artists-in-residence describe the five works in their own words: 
 
WEEK 1: TRIPLE-BILL 
 

Company by Elle Evangelista 
 
“company is a solo dance work. It is my ultimate dance solo, the dance I wish someone 
would make on me. It is physical, political and personal.  The idea for company has been 
brewing in the back of my mind for a while and ArtsLab gives me the opportunity to 
realise this idea in a supported environment.” 
 
 
The Carousel by Hannah Goodwin & Pippa Ellams   
 
“The Carousel is a semi-autobiographical exploration of the absurdity of the female 
experience and the limits of unconditional love between sisters. The play follows sisters 
Christa and Jamie, who are still living in their childhood home in Western 
Sydney.  Together they are embarking upon the treacherous transition between girlhood 
and womanhood.  



 

 

 
As girls we see Jamie and Christa learn the horrors of life, and as young women they 
inevitably start to live them. Upon receiving life changing news Christa takes drastic 
action to save her little sister. Through the resulting experiences of love, sex, mortality, 
spiders, tampons, cricket and bathtubs full of pasta the sisters attempt to make sense of 
their world and of each other.” 
 
 
ECDYSIS S/S 16 by Clare Powell 

“This work utilises digital and performative assemblage to invite audience exploration 
and deconstruct canonical theatrical operativeness. The construction of identity is reliant 
on exhaustive transformations performed inside our individualized and gendered bodies. 
Housed within the topological constrictions of flesh and bone, we manifest our realities 
through mechanised movements and systemic coding, which intersect with the montage 

forces perceptively foreign to our own disposition. We traverse hybrid landscapes and encounter physical and 
digital turbulence. Our bodies duplicate through kinetic journeying, dislocate into online spheres and gravitate 
towards the fulfilment of our idiosyncrasies. Within an organism we enact our desired narrative. Our dreams of 
who we are lie within the formations of our tongue, shapes of our limbs, and age marks embedded in our own 
skin.” 

WEEK 2: DOUBLE-BILL 
 
Unit by Kirby Medway 
 
“I’ve made a live audiobook experience. For the audience, this simply involves sitting in a 
room and listening to a story read by someone who won't be physically present in the 
space. For me, this have involved spending my Artslab time writing a short story (or short 
stories) and figuring out how to use other theatrical techniques e.g. sound and lighting, to 
enhance the audience's listening experience. I'm excited to have time, space and artistic 

support to help develop an idea and see if it works.”  
 

 
Killing Gods by Imogen Yeomans 

“Killing Gods is about the unfair demands we put on those we care about. The work 
explores the desire we have to imagine others, especially those we share intimate ties 
with, as possessing the ability to save us from our worst selves. I hope to highlight how 
destructive this mythologising process can be as a means of denying our own 
responsibility for our dissatisfaction. The final product will be an intimate character drama 

about two women whose relationship descends into nightmarish territory after its strained by grief, selfishness 
and social pressure. As they succeed in tearing each other down they are forced to confront their own flaws, 
insecurities and the shortcomings of the notion that two people can come together to make a whole.” 

  



 

 

Recommended for ages: 14 plus 
 
Season: 2 - 12 February 
 
Performance Schedule: Thu – Sat 7pm & Sun 5pm 
 Week 1 features Company, The Carousel and ECDYSIS S/S (160 mins plus 2 intervals) 
 Week 2 features Unit and Killing Gods (120 mins plus 2 intervals) 
 
Venue: Shopfront Arts Co-Op, 88 Carlton Parade, Carlton, NSW 
 
Cost: Half Season/One Week:  $20 / Conc $17 | Full Season/Two Weeks:  $35 / Conc $32 
 
Media Enquiries:  Melinda Maillard or Hannah Strout 
 02 9588 3948 
 melinda.maillard@shopfront.org.au or hannah.strout@shopfront.org.au 
 

 
***** 

 
ABOUT SHOPFRONT ARTS CO-OP 

 
Shopfront is for young people, by young people - we make sure their voices are heard. 
 
Shopfront has been creating socially relevant, youth-led, multi art form work since its inception in 1976. 
 
Shopfront is a space where young people come together to express themselves. To learn, share and bring their 
imaginations to life.  A space for celebrating the amazing ideas and creativity generated by young people and 
emerging artists. 
 
We’re known for our daring, adventurous and socially relevant work with young people across Australia and 
internationally, and are still the only dedicated youth-led arts organisation in the Southern Sydney and Illawarra 
region. 
 
We’ve got big plans for the future, and we hope you’ll join us in promoting our mission to empower the young 
artists and social change makers of tomorrow. Starting today! 
 

www.shopfront.org.au   
 

***** 
END OF RELEASE 

 
 
 
 
 

We acknowledge the Bediagal and Kameygal people of the Eora nation who are the traditional custodians of the land on which Shopfront is built.  We pay 
our respects to those elders past and present, and to all our brothers and sisters of our first nations people. 

 
Shopfront acknowledges the assistance and generous support from our core funding bodies: the Federal Government through the Australia Council for the 
Arts, the Commonwealth Government’s funding and advisory body Arts NSW, Bayside Council and Georges River Council. 
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