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Our History
In 1976 The St George Theatre for Young People was founded by Errol Bray and
established in Penshurst. In 1977 the group moved to the current site consisting
of a dance hall, two shops and an old house – all converted to an engineering
factory which had closed down a few years earlier. They renamed the
company Shopfront Theatre for Young People in June 1977 and became a
registered co-operative owned by young people with a Board of Directors
elected by shareholders, becoming the only youth theatre company in the
country owned by its members. Through fifty-hour actathons, costume parades,
raffles, shows, donations, loans and $35000 from the NSW Ministry of the Arts,
the young people at Shopfront raised enough to purchase the current site for
$102800 in 1979. We have a rich and successful history that includes national
and international tours, the creation of multiple large-scale site-specific works,
and created music, films, plays, musicals, art shows, installations, dance pieces,
festivals, posters, magazines and much much more. In 2015 we relaunched
as Shopfront Arts Co-Op which better reflects the work we do: a greater
integration of a range of artforms including performance, filmmaking, writing,
physical theatre – all with a strong focus on developing young people’s
creativity, confidence and communication.

Our Spaces
In 2016, Shopfront underwent a HUGE endeavour to upgrade our building to
become NSW’s Premier Youth Arts Facility! Construction started in 2019 and
with that upgrade, came more spaces and more opportunities for art making.
We now have a range of small meeting rooms, workshop spaces and of course,
our theatre, which has been standing strong throughout the entire renovation
process.
The theatre offers flexible seating arrangements that can be utilised to
transform the space into any configuration you wish. And our black box spaces,
The Studio and The Nicholas Hogan Room are versatile and spacious; use them
to workshop your next fantastic idea or add some seats and create the perfect
intimate performing space.
It’s 2020, we were put on hold. In 2021, we’ve had to pause again. But we will
return.
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VENUE FACILITIES
DRESSING ROOMS
There are no designated dressing rooms, however The Studio can be booked for
an additional cost at a reduced fee for dressing room use. The studio wall is lined
with mirrors.
It is the responsibility of the hirer to manage rubbish and cleanliness of the
space.
KITCHEN
There is a communal kitchen on the premises that can be used by the hirer
during their hire period. There is boiling water, a microwave, oven, stove top and
fridge. Please be aware this space is shared with other organisations who call
Shopfront home.
LAUNDRY FACILITIES
There are no laundry facilities on site.
WORKSHOP
There is no current designated workshop area. The theatre can be used to
construct sets. However, it must work around Shopfront programs and projects.
The shed is also available for constructing and making.
ACCESS
Shopfront Arts Co-Op is an accessible site. A lift at the High Street entrance
provides access to all levels of the building and therefore all performance
spaces. From Carlton Parade and our accessible parking space, a ramp provides
direct access to the foyer. Dedicated shows are available with AUSLAN
interpreters and audio description. All Shopfront seasons include a relaxed
performance.
For more information on accessibility for our productions, please visit our access
page on our website.
PARKING
Off street parking is available on Carlton Parade along the train line or on High
Street.
LOADING
There is no loading dock on site. The Theatre has a side entrance that gives
direct access to High Street.
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COMMUNICATIONS
The building has a venue wide paging system that operates out of the back of
the Theatre. This can be patched into our Box Office and allows for music
playback in the foyer and amplified front of house announcements.
In the performing and rehearsal spaces, a wireless comms system has been
installed. This can be made available for large scale performances or to
communicate between back and front of house for an additional fee.
Please note that these comms packs require quite a few batteries when used for
a long period of time. Batteries can be provided by Shopfront at an additional
cost to the hirer.
System: Clear-Com FreeSpeak 1 – supports approximately 8 headsets/belt
packs
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THEATRE
Our theatre space is a large black box space that can seat up to 95 people in our
standard seating configuration depending on whether the audience comprises
of mostly children or adults. We have additional seating banks to allow for
alternative seating configurations (additional fees apply) which will double the
number of seats. All seating banks are retractable and can be substituted for
other seating types or compressed for a larger rehearsal space.
A moving gantry with a detachable black curtain exists in the space and can be
used to divide, shrink, or grow the space to suit your needs. Behind the gantry
curtain is a permanent storage area. A row of black cupboards have been built
along the opposite prompt side wall (along High Street). They are permanent and
cannot be moved.

SEATING CAPACITY
Standard configuration
60 – 96 seats (depending on children or adults)
With additional seating banks* 120 – 135 seats
*There is an additional fee to change the configuration of the space and move
the seating banks due to the nature of the work and experience required to do
so.

STAGE SPECIFICATIONS
All measurements are exact as possible, and some may be rounded.
Confirmation onsite can be provided. Refer to floor plans for more information.
DIMENSIONS
Room dimensions:

20.20m deep x 10.35m wide

Height:
Height:
Height:

5.73m to ceiling
4.68m to lighting grid
3.58m to bottom of gantry

Floor to LX 1:
Floor to LX 2:

5.47m
5.09m

Stage depth:
Stage depth:
Stage width:

13.15m to back wall
11.15m to rear black
9.69m cupboards to wall
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OPERATING POSITION
The Theatre operating position is on the floor next to the seating bank for dayto-day operations but can be moved to the bio box when necessary.
POWER:
All general and dimmed electrical power supplies are 240V/10A AC @ 50Hz.
All dimmed circuits are 240V/10A
32A 3phase power outlets are in the:
- The Theatre control room x3
- The recording studio x2
NOTE: The 3phase outlets in the dimmer room are the main sources of power for
the theatre and the recording studio outlets are subject to availability as they
are shared between spaces.
Please refer to the lighting section of this document for more information or
contact the Production and Operations Manager.

THEATRE – STANDARD LIGHTING PACKAGE
The Standard hire rig includes:
- Front of House wash (upstage and downstage)
- House lights
- General wash
- LED HEX bars
Any changes made to the rig must be restored to the standard at the conclusion
of the hire, this includes focusing the lamps and ensuring that they respond to
the lighting console.
If Shopfront technical staff are required to return the standard after your hire,
an additional cost will be incurred for the hirer.
There may be some instances where the grid has been changed for an upcoming
or recently completed Shopfront Season show, if there is a variation to the lights
in the rig at the time of your hire, you will be provided with an updated plan.
LIGHTING CONSOLE
ETC Element 1 and external monitor.
Alternative Console: Vista I3 Console
If a specific console is required for your hire, please speak to the Production and
Operations Manager.
LAMP LIST
These lamps are used in the standard rig (diagram below):
8 x Harmony Fresnels 1.2k
10 x ETC Source4 Jnr 25-50deg
6 x Spotlight Combi Fresnel 650w
8 x Showtec Pulse Pixel Bar
2 x LUI Cyc 1
8

STANDARD LIGHTING GRID
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DIMMER / PATCH INFORMATION
The theatre has three (3) Dimmer racks installed, amounting to 36 available
channels. Additional channels are available but must be requested in advance
and are subject to availability.
3 x LSC Redback Gen VI Wall Mount Dimmer Racks in the Dimmer Room
3 x Floating Dimmer Racks available on request
29 x Patch Points in the roof (outlined as 1-15 and 16-30 on the diagram)
There are 4 bays of floor patching (31-42) in the Theatre.
In each bay, there are 3 dimmable patch points and one 240V/10A mains power.
Each bay is outlined in the diagram above. A close-up example of one patch bay
is below.
240V/10A Mains Power
31 - dimmable
32 - dimmable
33 - dimmable

VISUAL/PROJECTION
The theatre standard installed projector is located in FOH for front projection. An
automated projector screen on the front gantry is available for use. The screen
cannot be moved during a show and if the screen is required, this must be made
known to the Production and Operations Manager or your technician prior to
your event. A white cyclorama is available to be rigged in the space but will incur
labour and hire costs.
EQUIPMENT
STANDARD: 1 x Hitachi CP-HD9321, 8,200 lumens projector with remote control
Medium Zoom Lens (ML-904)
ADDITIONAL:
1 x Panasonic AG-HMX100 Digital Vision Mixer (composite, component, and SDI
only – required below converter for HDMI use)
1 x HDMI to composite converter (for display conversion between laptops,
computers and the mixer)
1 x Apple MacBook Pro can be made available to run playback and QLab if
requested. Additional fees apply.
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SOUND EQUIPMENT
MIXER
Mackie CFX16 (16 Channel Compact Mixer)
Alternative/Roaming: Allen and Health MixWizard Wz3 16:2 in case (subject to
availability)
PLAYBACK
1 x Apple MacBook Pro (subject to availability, additional fees apply)
SPEAKERS
2 x PreSonus Air12 1200W 2-way active sound reinforcement loudspeakers
1 x Turbosound iQ15B 3000w 15” Powered subwoofer w/ Klark Teknik DSP
Technology (located under the seating bank)
Additional speakers are available at the request and expense of the hirer.
MICROPHONES
A variety of corded microphones are available at the request of the hirer.
2 x SM58 Wireless Microphones and receivers are also available for an additional
cost. Batteries will need to be supplied by the hirer or ordered through the venue
at the expense of the hirer.
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FLOOR PLAN
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GRID
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THE STUDIO
The Studio is a small black box space, perfect for rehearsals or conducting
workshops and meetings. The space can also be hired as a dressing room for
productions in the Theatre that require one.
The Studio features wrap around curtains around the perimeter of the space,
covering a wall of mirrors and ballet bar. The floor is sprung, making it ideal for
physical theatre or movement rehearsals and dance rehearsals.
The space shares a wall with the Theatre and has direct access via a set of large
double doors. Where possible, we try to avoid situations that would result in
noise bleed between the spaces, especially for public performances.

SEATING CAPACITY
Standard configuration

30 – 45 seats (with option for additional row of
cushions at the front for young people + 10
capacity)

*There is an additional fee to change the configuration of the space and move
the seating banks due to the nature of the work and experience required to do
so.

STAGE SPECIFICATIONS
All measurements are exact as possible, and some may be rounded.
Confirmation onsite can be provided. Refer to floor plans for more information.
DIMENSIONS
Room dimensions:

15.11m deep x 5.28m wide

Height:
Height:
Height:
Height:

3.15m to ceiling at lowest point
4.09m to ceiling at highest point
3.29m to lighting grid
3.09m to curtain track

Stage width:

5.25m from mirrors to protruding wall of
archway

Stage Depth:

9.23m from extended seating bank to door

OPERATING POSITION
There is currently no designated operating position. This can be positioned
anywhere in the room. In the event of public performance in this space, the
operations can be positioned next to the seating bank or in the back row of the
seating bank. The latter will require a seating capacity reduction of
approximately 6 seats.
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STUDIO – STANDARD LIGHTING PACKAGE
The Standard hire rig includes:
- Front of House wash
- House lights
- Side wash
- Back light
- Specials bar (these can be focused for the show and do not need to be
returned to a standard)
Any changes made to the rig must be restored to the standard at the conclusion
of the hire, this includes focusing the lamps and ensuring that they respond to
the lighting console.
If Shopfront technical staff are required to return the standard after your hire,
an additional cost will be incurred for the hirer.
There may be some instances where the grid has been changed for an upcoming
or recently completed Shopfront Season show, if there is a variation to the lights
in the rig at the time of your hire, you will be provided with an updated plan.
LIGHTING CONSOLE
Strand Lighting i20 fader console + monitor.
Alternative Console: Vista I3 Console
If a specific console is required for your hire, please speak to the Production and
Operations Manager.
LAMP LIST
These lamps are used in the standard rig (diagram below):
3 x S4 Jnr 25-50deg (FOH wash)
3 x S4 Jnr 25-50deg (specials bar)
6 x 650w Combi Spotlight Fresnels
2 x LUI Cyc 1
3 x Chrome Par56 MFL
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STANDARD LIGHTING GRID
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DIMMER / PATCH INFORMATION
The Studio has two (2) Dimmer racks installed in the Recording Studio,
amounting to 24 available channels. Occasionally 12 channels are routed to the
Theatre but will be made available subject to your lighting plan.
2 x LSC Redback Gen VI Wall Mount Dimmer Racks in the Recording Studio
Each lighting bar has 8 patch points installed that feed directly to the patch bay.
They are labelled 1-1, 1-2, 1-3… 1-8 and have two points per patch (see below
example). The first number represents the bar.

1-2

1-1

1-3

VISUAL/PROJECTION
There are no projection screens or projectors installed in the Studio, but portable
screens and projectors are available for use in that space.

SOUND EQUIPMENT
MIXER
Behringer Eurorack UB 1002 small mixing desk
Alternative/Roaming: Allen and Health MixWizard Wz3 16:2 (subject to
availability)
PLAYBACK
1 x Apple MacBook Pro (subject to availability, additional fees apply)
SPEAKERS
2 x mounted Work Studio 40 (line)
Additional speakers are available at the request and expense of the hirer.
MICROPHONES
A variety of corded microphones are available at the request of the hirer.
2 x SM58 Wireless Microphones and receivers are also available for an additional
cost. Batteries will need to be supplied by the hirer or ordered through the venue
at the expense of the hirer.
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FLOOR PLAN

18

GRID PLAN
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THE NICHOLAS HOGAN STUDIO
The Nicholas Hogan is our newest space! A multi-purpose space with natural
sunlight, exposed grey brick walls and timber roofing, which has become a
favourite among our members, hirers, and staff!

SEATING CAPACITY
There is no permanent seating installed in The Nicholas Hogan Studio, but there
are bleachers and chairs stored in the space to create a flexible seating
arrangement based on your needs. You can comfortably seat up to 60 people in
the space depending on the space configuration.

LIGHTING
There is no lighting infrastructure currently installed in The Nicholas Hogan
Studio in terms of lighting bars. There is 3phase power available around the
space and two dimmer racks installed in the piano cupboard. Shopfront has
lighting trees and booms available for this space, if necessary.
This space will be updated in 2022 to have lighting bars, in roof patching and a
standard rig installed. Blackout boards are also available to block out the natural
light for performances or filming.

SOUND
MIXER
Mackie Mix5 5-channel compact mixer
Alternative/Roaming: Allen and Health MixWizard Wz3 16:2 (subject to
availability)
PLAYBACK
1 x Apple MacBook Pro (subject to availability, additional fees apply)
SPEAKERS
2 x mounted Work Studio 40 (line).
Additional speakers are available at the request and expense of the hirer.
MICROPHONES
A variety of corded microphones are available at the request of the hirer.
2 x SM58 Wireless Microphones and receivers are also available for an additional
cost. Batteries will need to be supplied by the hirer or ordered through the venue
at the expense of the hirer.
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VISUAL/PROJECTION
There are no projection screens or projectors installed in The Nicholas Hogan
Studio, but portable screens and projectors are available for use in that space.
Alternatively, projecting onto the large grey wall is also possible.

PIANO
A Sojin Daewood DG-2 6ft baby grand piano is stored in the cupboard of The
Nicholas Hogan Studio. It can be used by hirers following approval from
Shopfront staff.

21

FLOORPLAN
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RECORDING STUDIO
Joined to the Theatre and Studio, the Recording Studio is a convenient and
quiet space to record vocals or mix sound.
The space is small and can fit a maximum of four (4) people in the room at a
time.
There is soundproofed booth separate from the mixing area suitable for vocal
recording or vocal and guitar.
System:
- Midas Pro2 Console
- Midas MR12 12-input digital mixer
- Midas DL25I audio system I/O capable of 60 channels of simultaneous
audio recording
- iMac Desktop Computer with Logic Pro
- 2 x Yamaha HS5 reference monitors
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ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT AND OTHER VENUE INFORMATION
The following equipment is available for your use. Equipment hires and/or labour
charges may apply, and equipment is subject to availability. Some equipment
can only be used in particular spaces. If you require additional information,
please discuss with the Production and Operations Manager.

STAGING EQUIPMENT
Staging Drapery
Various sizes and shapes are available at the request of the hirer
Staging Accessories
6 x foldable rostra 1000mm x 2000mm
1 x stairs for foldable rostra
Hardware
8 x 10kg Sandbags

FILM/AV EQUIPMENT
Livestreaming Kit
Subject to availability and for an additional cost to be discussed with Production
and Operations Manager. Kit includes:
- 4 x 10m HDMI cable
- 1x 1m HDMI cable
- 3 x LUMIX G7s boxes (contents as below)
- 3 x Benro A2883F Reverse-Folding Aluminium Travel Tripod with S4Pro
Fluid Video Head
- 1 x Black Magic ATEM Mini Pro Switcher
- 1 USB-C to Digital AV Multiport adaptor
Also available:
1 x Panasonic AG-HMX100 Digital Vision Mixer
1 x HDMI to composite converter (for display conversion between laptops,
computers and the mixer)
2 x Epson Tripod Projection Screens
Cameras/Film Equipment
2 x RODE Boom Pole
1 x RODE Filmmaker Kit – RX/TX units
1 x RODE Lavalier Go – lapel mic to go with filmmaker kit
1 x RODE NTG2 Condenser Mic and cabling
1 x Zoom H4n Pro
1 x Zoom H2
1 x Beyerdynamic MCE 85BA shotgun mic
8 x Canon DSLR (100D, 550D, 600D, 700D, 650D) and various tripods
Multiple LED panel lights with colour filters
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SOUND EQUIPMENT
Freestanding Speakers
- 2 x EON612 12” PA Powered Speaker 1000W
- 2 x Mackie SRM350 Speakers
- 2 x Quest QSA 300 Speakers
- 2 x JBL Passive speakers
Microphones
- 2 x Shure SM58 Radio Microphones and Receivers
- 2 x Neuman KM184 P48
- 2 x Neuman KMS105 P48
- 4 x EV RE510
- 2 x Shure PG57
- 4 x Shure SM58
Other microphones can be viewed on request. Microphones are also available.

Other

- 2 x Behringer Ultra-DI DI20
- 2 x Behringer Ultra-DI DI100
- Silent Safari disco headphones and accessories
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT
Atmospherics
- Chauvet Hurricane 1DX Haze Machine
- 2 x Rave Fog Machines
- Large Mirror Ball with motor
- Shimmer boards
Control
- Jands 4PAK-D Dimmer Lighting Console
- Additional dimmer racks available
Hardware
4 x 40cm x 40cm Boom Bases
6 x Lighting Trees (48mm diameter) with truss accessories
4 x 2m booms
Additional steel pipe (various lengths)
Gels
Standard gel stock includes: L200, L201, L202, L022, R009, R132
Special gels tend to be: L052, L601, L602, L603
Gels can be ordered for hirers at their expense
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Additional lighting fixtures
The below are also available* at the request of the hirer. All additional requests
must be made to Production and Operations Manager with ample notice. Fees
apply
Lights

LAMP COUNT

Spotlight Combi Fresnel 650w
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ETC Source 4 Jr 25-50

34

Showtec Pulse Pixel Bar

10

Blizzard Lighting Skybox

4

HiLED Pars (DMX controlled or has a separate control desk)

6

CCT Minuette Profile 21/36

2

CCT Minuette Profile 35/42

3

CCT Silhouette 1kW

7

Coemar Accento Profile

1

Coemar Accentor 20/35

1

Coemar Tratto F1200

4

Iris 1 Flood

10

Iris 4 Cyc Lights

4

Chrome Par56 MFL

10

Par56

2

Par36

4

Par64

2

Selecon LUI Cyc

6

Compact 1200w PC

4

Selecon Fresnel 1.2K

1

Selecon ZS650 16/30

3

Selecon Z650 24/40

2

Selecon Pacific 45/75

1

Selecon Acclaim 18-34 deg

2

Selecon PC

1

Selecon MiniPC

2

Selecon MiniFresnel

1

Strand Prelude 30

6

Strand Harmony Fresnel

8

Strand Prelude 16/30

10

Strand Prelude 28/40

7

Strand PreludePC

7

Strand PreludeF

3

American DJ Matrix Spot Blinders

3

Redhead film lights

3

*some lights are subject to availability as they may be in use in a different space
or for a particular show
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