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respects to those elders past 
and present, and to all our 
emerging elders of the future.
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Shopfront Arts Co-op has 
been making exciting, 
relevant and boundary-
pushing art with young 
people since 1976. 
We encourage our young people to engage with 
the arts as makers, innovators, agitators, and 
audience. Importantly, we champion them as 
leaders, encouraging them in self-determination 
in the practice of their art. 2017 saw our first 
appointment of a Young Leader, Rowan Yeomans, 
to work with our Voices of Shopfront Youth 
Council to support and inform the development of 
Shopfront programs. In 2018 a new Young Leader 
will take the reins and this legacy will continue. 
This cements our longstanding pre-eminence 
in empowering young people through the arts.

Like our visionary young artists, we are always 
creating and reimaging. Last year we launched 
Playwave, our partnership with the City of 
Sydney to connect 15-19 year olds with the 
best of Sydney’s art and culture. Playwave 
is a membership platform offering teens 
unprecedented access to discounted tickets 
from some of the city’s top cultural institutions. 
This initiative is another way that we advocate 
for young creatives and art-lovers, making the 
arts accessible, introducing them to industry, 
and providing new opportunities to talk about 
and make art. As an ambitious innovation, 
we rely on the input and energy of our young 
people to shape Playwave as we grow in 2018. 
Our team of young content creators and arts 
reviewers, Playwave Creatives, have also 
grown to be artistic leaders in this space.

2018 is all about empowering our young people 
through the arts. Our 2018 program is a reflection 
of our commitment to creating inclusive arts 
spaces, whether this is onsite at Shopfront, 
or in schools, community, public spaces, or 
anywhere that Shopfront can reach to champion 
and amplify the voices of our young people.

Daniel Potter 
Executive Director / CEO

Our 2018 Shopfront  
Arts Co-op Program 
Shopfront - this is us. We are an inclusive 
space for all young people. We’re a hub of 
art-making and creativity across diverse 
art forms. We’re where young people come 
together to express themselves – to learn, 
share and bring their imaginations to life.

We’re excited to bring you our 2018 Shopfront 
Program! Everything you find in these pages 
has grown from our young people and 
community. It’s about providing skills for young 
and emerging artists. It’s socially-engaged 
and responsive. It’s about being continuously 
accessible and inclusive, and above all it’s 
about creating an exciting season of work by 
young people and emerging artists working with 
leading professional artists, and contributing 
to Australia’s dynamic artistic landscape.

We believe that art is for everyone and has 
a vital role to play in everyday life. In 2018, 
you’ll discover exciting Shopfront art events, 
workshops and shows at our building, in 
public space, at festivals, in schools, at 
community events, online… and popping up 
in places where you’d least expect us.

Natalie Rose, Creative Director,  
and the Shopfront Artistic Team P
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ABOVE  Junior Ensemble in UNtalented. Photo © Jerold Chan for Shopfront Arts Co-Op

Shopfront has a huge suite of 
skills development, arts drop-in, 
making and training workshops for 
ages 8 all the way up to emerging 
artists. There are so many ways 
to get involved and participate! 

Our termly workshops offer 
an exciting program of skills 
development that is tailored to 
suit each group and designed to 
engage all levels of experience.

Term 1 12 Feb – 15 Apr

Term 2 7 May – 1 Jul

Term 3 30 Jul – 23 Sept

Term 4 22 Oct – 16 Dec

Drama and Performance
Explore a range of theatre styles 
through games, exercises and creative 
play to build skills and confidence in 
improvisation, character development, and 
performance. No experience necessary.

Ages 8-11 / Saturdays 10am-12pm / Terms 1-4

Ages 12-15 / Saturdays 12-2pm / Terms 1-4

Ages 16-19 / Acting for Stage / 
Wednesdays 4.30-7.30pm / Terms 1-4

Bodylines Ensemble
Weekly workshops exploring physicality, 
connection to body, and devising 
skills in a safe supportive space. 

Ages 8-18 / Fridays 4.30-6.30pm / Terms 1-4

Exchange Ensemble 
The Exchange Ensemble is made up of two 
ensembles of young people – one from Shopfront 
and one from Blacktown Arts Centre. 

Ages 8-12 / Term 1 only
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ABOVE  Drama 8-11s. Photo © Hannah Strout for Shopfront Arts Co-Op

Senior Ensemble
Senior Ensemble brings young artists 
and emerging artists together for a 
fast-paced performance and skills 
development intensive that will result in 
a brand new show premiering in July.

Ages 13-17 / Term 2 only

Junior Ensemble
Junior Ensemble is a chance to challenge 
yourself. Work with performer, devisor and 
tech-head Kevin Ng to fuse technology, live art, 
and interactive performance into a brand new 
production that will premiere in November.

Ages 8-12 / Terms 3 and 4

Film-making
This fun and hands-on workshop 
introduces the fundamental elements of 
film-making, from character creation to 
storytelling, and from acting to editing. 

Ages 8-11 / Wednesdays 4.30-6.30pm / Terms 1-4

Ages 12-15 / Thursdays 4.30-6.30pm / Terms 1-4

Ages 16-19 / Fridays 4.30-7.30pm / Terms 1-4

Holidays
Cowboys and Minions 

Ages 8-12 / 22-25 January

 
Holiday Program with Advance Diversity Services 

Ages 8-16 / September School Holidays / Free 

Continuous Lines
The only arts drop-in of its kind in Sydney. 
Continuous Lines is a safe space for everyone 
– a no-pressure program which is inclusive 
for all and welcoming for those with mental 
and emotional health needs. We work 
with professional artists across a range of 
artforms. Come along anytime between 
3.30pm and 6.30pm. Afternoon tea included.

Ages 14+ / Tuesdays during term time / Free

Singing Group
Shopfront opens up its doors to those young and 
old who want to lift their voices and share their 
songs. Meeting weekly during term time, this is 
an opportunity to build confidence in using your 
voice, learn classics, and create new songs to 
share at Shopfront and other community events.

All ages / Free
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Playwave

Playwave is art. But different. 

Playwave is a new initiative connecting young 
people to the best of Sydney’s Arts and Culture. 
Powered by Shopfront Arts Co-op, in partnership 
with the City of Sydney and a bunch of exciting 
media and presenting partners, Playwave 
is a membership platform for teens offering 
them unprecedented access to discounted 
tickets, exclusive events, original online content 
and more sweet features. Aged 15–19? Join 
us and discover the best experiences that 
Sydney has to offer – live and in real time.

WHAT YOU GET

• Discounted tickets to an exciting mix of 
theatre, dance, music, film, opera, literature, 
comedy and visual art from Sydney’s very best.

• Exclusive tours, gigs, parties, workshops, 
scavenger hunts and much more 
via Playwave Experiences – special 
events curated by us for you.

• Online access – an exclusive web 
platform for young people along with 
regular texts and email updates featuring 
special offers and original content.

• Have your say – review shows, events and 
experiences you’ve been to, post your 
own pictures and videos and become 
a part of the Playwave community.

• Get involved with Playwave Creative 
– apply to be a young critic, interview 
artists, make videos, contribute to a 
podcast and the future of Playwave (and 
score free tickets along the way).

Visit playwave.com.au for more 
information on how to sign up!

ABOVE  City of Sydney. Milsons Point, Sydney – 25 October 2017. Playwave Young Creatives Zack Lewin (17) and Nicole Pingon (17) interact with Sydney Festival performers Mitch Jones  
and Lachlan Sukroo from Circus Oz.

S
h

o
p

fr
o

n
t 

A
rt

s 
C

o
-o

p

4

if 
yo

u’
re

 a
 y

o
un

g
 p

er
so

n
.



Become a Member
Shopfront is a co-operative, that means we 
work together to make Shopfront run. 

By becoming a member, you are invited to vote on 
important issues at our Annual General Meeting, 
have access to discounted tickets, venue hire, and 
receive members-only e-news and opportunities.

Membership is free for under 26s who have 
participated in one of our programs or volunteered 
in the last 2 years, or $25 per year for 26+.

Voice of Shopfront
Shopfront champions the voices of our young 
people and values their input into the running of 
the co-operative. The Voice of Shopfront ensures 
that the views and opinions of all members are 
heard by the Staff and Board, that members 
are involved in important decision-making, and 
are positive role models for other members.

Alongside regular consultations, group 
discussions, and creative workshops aimed to 
encourage opinion sharing, the Voice of Shopfront 
contribute to programming and running Shopfront 
events. The Voice of Shopfront meets on the 
third Monday of every month and all members 
under the age of 26 are welcome to attend, so 
come along to play your part and have your say!

Members under 26 years /  
Third Monday of every month 4.30-6.30pm

Monthly Member Nights
Feel like chomping on a pizza while kicking 
back and watching a double feature on the 
big screen at Shopfront? Or maybe you have a 
little something you’ve been working on that 
you’d like to test out on a friendly audience? 
Got a burning issue you want to discuss 
with your fellow members? Our monthly 
member nights have stepped it up a gear and 
will now feature an alternating program of 
movie night and performance scratch night, 
including an open forum to discuss issues 
that matter to our members. Join us!

All welcome / third Friday of every month /  
Gold coin donation for pizza

Members’ Gallery
Do you make Art? Have your work featured 
in our monthly Shopfront Members’ Gallery. 
Contact Voice of Shopfront for more 
information and to register your interest.

Pitch Your Own Project
Shopfront has space within our artistic 
program to respond to offers put forward by 
community members. If you would like to pitch 
a project to us, download the expression of 
interest pack from our website, or grab one 
from the office. Remember we program in 
advance, so don’t wait until it’s too late!

Inclusion & Support
Shopfront Arts Co-op is an inclusive 
space and our programs are all 
accessible and open to Shopfront 
members. Some of our programs 
are tailored to offer additional 
accessibility support, including 
Continuous Lines, Bodylines 
Ensemble, and Harness Ensemble.

ABOVE  Rowan Yeomans, Shopfront Young Leader. Performing at St George Metre Squared. Photo © Camilla Turnbull for Shopfront Arts Co-Op
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Shopfront’s Socially-Engaged Program 
is all about being responsive to the 
needs of young people, schools and 
communities. We work with young 
people to create artistic solutions 
to local issues and to build creative 
programs that support well-being and 
cohesion. We work across multiple art 
forms – performance, film, animation, 
sound, music, visual art, street art, 
photography – and we find the art 
forms which will best bring a young 
person’s idea to life or best fit the 
intended outcomes of a project. 

Kogarah Nights
In preparation for Georges River Council’s 
Kogarah Nights events during October, we’ll be 
working with schools in Kogarah to create and 
curate interactive arts experiences for the local 
community to experience at Kogarah Nights.

Pixel Playground
Young people are the experts of the places where 
they live, work and study. Working with young 
people at risk of being early school leavers, we 
explore school space and culture, and create 
artistic solutions to address school issues. We 
hunt for school stories and share memories. 
We take over the school with large events and 
installations which celebrate school life and look 
at what students want to change. We develop 
functional, long-term art projects which will 
have a sustainable impact on school life.

Transitions: Here We Are/We Are Here
Working in Intensive English Centres, we 
build theatre ensembles of young people 
about to transition from their IEC to 
mainstream high school. We work towards 
short pieces of forum-style theatre which 
are shown to high school classes, exploring 
the worries and hopes the IEC young 
people have about going to high school.

Transitions run in-school every week 
across a school term, culminating with 
a performance sharing week.

ABOVE  Kogarah High Mural Project. Photo © Emily Bollington & Rowan Yeomans for Shopfront Arts Co-Op
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New Home New Laws
Working with young people from refugee 
and migrant backgrounds, we are creating a 
series of short films as resources for those 
who have just arrived in Australia to explain 
some of the laws which are most confusing 
to newly-arrived communities. School groups 
will be working with film-makers from refugee 
and migrant backgrounds and legal advisors, 
and they’ll be trained to be peer facilitators 
to share the films with other newly-arrived 
students. An early intervention and prevention 
project, New Home New Laws is all about 
making art for awareness and education.

Storytime
Storytime transforms school spaces into 
arts venues; creating pop-up cinemas, 
performance venues and galleries in 
unusual spaces to share the stories of young 
people with their local communities.

In 2018 and 2019, we’ll be working with Lurnea IEC 
and High School to create unique arts venues for 
the local community, powered by young people.

Custom Skills Workshops 
Shopfront regularly works with schools and 
community groups to deliver tailor-made skills 
development workshops across a variety of art 
forms. If you’d like your students or young people 
to delve more deeply into a particular artistic 
skill – from film-making and performance-
devising to zine drawing and sculpture, get in 
touch! Custom Skills Workshop have a cost, 
and we’ll work with you to develop a program 
to fit your needs, timeframe and budget! 

Get in touch! 
We’re always open to new projects and 
new ideas, and we love working with 
young people to create artistic pathways 
through issues they or their communities 
are experiencing. If you are interested 
in working with us, or connecting your 
school or community organisation into 
the above programs, get in touch anytime! 
(Our socially-engaged programs run 
dependent on funding, and we can work 
with you to seek funding for new projects.)

ABOVE  Young people engaging with artwork at St George Metre Squared. Photo © Camilla Turnbull for Shopfront Arts Co-Op
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Shopfront’s Emerging Artist 
Program directly supports the 
development of young, emerging, 
and early career artists through the 
provision of creative development, 
professional development, 
and training opportunities.

ArtsLab
Shopfront’s flagship emerging artist program, 
ArtsLab, provides emerging artists with the 
space, resources, training, guidance and 
connections they need to experiment, create new 
work, and prepare for a lifetime as an artist.

Ages 18-26 / 30 July 2018 – 10 February 2019 / 
Apply by 4 June

Open Shop
Our space residency program for creative 
development for independent emerging artists 
or collectives. With one-month intensives 
and ongoing rehearsal options, Open Space 
affords emerging artists dedicated space 
and time to really dig into an idea.

Ages 18+ / Annual Dates 

Harness Ensemble
For emerging artists with and without disability. 
Artists are given the space to develop theatre-
making skills, and develop their careers through 
professional mentorships and guidance. In 2018 
the ensemble will begin development towards 
the creation of a new work to premiere in 2019. 

Ages 18+ / Terms 1-4

ABOVE  Harness Ensemble in Dignity of Risk. Photo © Tracey Schramm
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Volunteer
There are many opportunities to volunteer at 
Shopfront, whether you are a young person, 
parent or carer, individual or organisation. We 
usually need help with things like cleaning, 
selling tickets or running the candy bar, and 
maintaining our garden. If you would like 
to volunteer, please get in touch with us to 
discuss how you would like to get involved.

Work with Us
We’re always very excited to work with new 
artists! If you’re an artist looking to learn 
more about how to work with young people 
and communities, or an experienced artist-
facilitator keen to work with Shopfront, please 
get in touch. If you are an artist looking to 
pitch a project to us jump on our website and 
download our Artist Expression of Interest form. 
Throughout the year we hold artist training 
days for every new artist who works with us.

Student Placement & Work Experience
Interested in finding out more about a career 
in the arts and working with young people? We 
have a number of places each year for school, 
TAFE and university students looking for work 
experience or student placements. Our spots fill 
up quickly, so get in touch as early as you can.

Partner with Us
Working in partnership with local youth, 
community, family and health organisations, 
Shopfront builds creative projects which use 
the arts to meet and explore local need, to 
foster confidence, imagination, and team-
building. Every partnership looks different, and 
at Shopfront we always tailor our offer to create 
exciting and engaging projects with our partners. 
If you’d like to partner with us, get in touch.

ABOVE  Backstage at Junior Ensemble Show. Photo © Jerold Chan for Shopfront Arts Co-Op
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Voices and Visions –  
A Celebration of Shopfront Art 
Taking over 107 Projects in January, we will 
bring a slice of the St George area to the CBD 
through shows and exhibitions. It is an event 
curated by our young people and emerging artists 
showcasing the art that is now and that will lead 
us into the future. Through a mix of performance, 
theatre, visual arts, video installations, and the 
curated sounds in the bar; you will be immersed 
in what Shopfront Arts Co-op is – a place for 
young people and emerging artists to have 
a voice. There is something for everyone!

16-21 January

ArtsLab
Shopfront Arts Co-op presents BREAK 
GLASS (IN CASE OF EMERGENCY) festival of 
four diverse new works developed through 
Shopfront’s emerging artist-in-residence 
program. Join us to see works created by some 
of Sydney’s most exciting emerging artists.

ArtsLab 2017/18 artists-in-residence: 
Camilla Turnbull, Charles O’Grady, Christie 
Woodhouse, Emily Crocker, Jay Bailey

31 Jan – 4 Feb

Kogarah Nights
On Friday evenings during October, Georges 
River Council will be bringing Kogarah Town 
Square to life with music, performances, food, 
activities and stalls. Come along and soak 
up the atmosphere, and enjoy the interactive 
art installations and activities created and 
curated by young people of Kogarah. 

Friday evenings during March

Exchange at FUNPARK 
The young people of Shopfront and Blacktown 
Arts Centre have joined forces to investigate 
what it means to grow up in this day and age 
and what connects young people from one edge 
of Sydney to the other. See their findings come 
to life as they premiere a new performance 
at FUNPARK – a festival of live performance, 
workshops, and community celebrations.

21 April

ABOVE  Senior Ensemble in Conspiracies. Photo © She’s an Artist for Shopfront Arts Co-Op

S
h

o
p

fr
o

n
t 

A
rt

s 
C

o
-o

p

10

if 
yo

u’
re

 a
n

 a
u

di
en

ce
 m

em
b

er
.



Organs! 
A Shopfront Member Production

By personifying our ‘disposable organs’ (such 
as kidneys and appendixes) in an experimental 
devised theatre piece, Shopfront member 
Nicole Pingon seeks to explore autonomy, 
free-will, and the mundanity of life. But most 
importantly: relationships – how we relate to 
ourselves, our world and those around us. 

26-29 April

Storytime
Head out to Lurnea to experience a brand 
new arts venue created and curated by young 
people which celebrates Sydney’s diversity. 

Working with Lurnea High School and IEC, 
we’ll be transforming school space into art 
space, showcasing work created for Harmony 
Day and Refugee Week. Experience our 
participatory installations and performances, 
explore our visual art galleries and enjoy 
an evening at our pop-up cinema. 

October / Lurnea High School

End of Term Showcase
Workshop participants celebrate two 
terms of skills development and share their 
original performances and short films at 
our End of Term Showcase. Friends, family, 
community and anyone interested in joining 
a Shopfront workshop are welcome.

1 July

Senior Ensemble Production
Young people and emerging artists collaborate 
as peers and share the stage in a fast-paced, 
evocative new work made by Shopfront’s 
2018 Senior Ensemble in collaboration 
with Tasnim Hossain and Casey Elder.

19-23 July / Recommended for ages 12+

Junior Ensemble Production
A human-sized dinosaur destroys a cardboard 
city, a young performer questions an 
adult about their life choices, a live pirate-
radio broadcast erupts from Shopfront. 
The possibilities are endless in this new 
production created by Shopfront’s 2018 
Junior Ensemble, facilitated by Kevin Ng. 

29 November – 2 December / 
Recommended for ages 10+

End of Year Showcase
Incorporating final End of Term productions and 
performances, plus a curated gallery and cinema, 
this is a real celebratory event and fundraiser.

Every year, we create a number of projects 
with school and community partners. If you’re 
interested in seeing this work, get in touch and 
keep an eye on our social media to find out 
about projects you can visit and experience!

16 December
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Since our foundation as a young people’s 
arts co-operative in 1976, Shopfront has 
provided a creative haven for generations of 
young people. Over the years, we have seen 
first-hand the impact our work has had on 
young people, many of whom would not be 
able to access what Shopfront has to offer, 
without the support of generous donations.

Whilst Shopfront Staff and Board work hard 
to raise funding for specific projects, private 
donations from our loyal Shopfront members, 
friends, and supporters ensure we can be 
responsive to the needs of more young people 
experiencing disadvantage. A private donation 
can also directly contribute to the maintenance 
of Shopfront’s venue which as a co-operative, 
is owned by young people for their creative use. 
In these ways your donations have immediate 
impact and visibility. As a small scale arts co-
operative we see the impact that every dollar 
makes, and we work hard to ensure Shopfront 
programs and premises continue to offer 
future generations of young people a safe and 
creative haven. We thank you for your support.

Acknowledgement
$50+  Acknowledgement on our website 

and in our annual report

$200+   Added to our VIP invite list for the year

$400+   Your name/Your Company name on 
our Cherubs plaque in the foyer

$1000+   Receive a framed photo of a 
project you helped to support

Ways to Give
Online through secure payment gateway 
www.givenow.com.au/shopfronttheatre

Contact our Executive Director / CEO  
Daniel Potter on (02) 9588 3948 or 
ceo@shopfront.org.au for other ways to give.

The Shopfront Arts Co-op Deductible Gift 
Account is a fund listed on the Register of 
Cultural Organisations and has Deductible 
Gift Recipient (DGR) status. Donations of $2 
or more to Shopfront activities in Australia 
are tax deductible for Australian tax payers 
and receipts will be issued to all donors.

Donors
Shopfront would like to thank the following 
generous donors for their contributions in 2017:

Aiden Yeomans
Alex Brunner
Anastasia Morris
Andrew Harrison
Athena Govas
Ben & Suzy Strout
Bruce Goodwin
Chris Dunstan
Christopher Ryan
Elizabeth Hill
Elizabeth Hristoforidis
Erica Elliott
Fiona Hulton
Hannah Strout
Imogen Ross

James Grbveski
Katie Aghazarmian
Kurtis Wade
Lucy Owen-Partasis
Michael Webb
Nadia Lindop
Pamela Amores
Patrick Drew
Rebecca Dallam
Sarah Emery
Sarah Miller
Sofia Carvajal
Stephen Collier
Wendy Guy
Yana Taylor

Shopfront Arts Co-op would also like to thank 
our many presenting and project partners.

With thanks to our Funding Partners 
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Contact Us
88 Carlton Parade 
Carlton NSW 2218 
Australia

www.shopfront.org.au 
E hello@shopfront.org.au 
T 02 9588 3948

Getting to Shopfront

Train

T2, Illawarra Line 
from Carlton Station (5 min walk) 
from Kogarah Station (15 min walk)

Bus

Through Hurstville: 453, 455, 947 
Other directions: 422, 430, 446, 455, 476, 477

Car Parking

Free street parking available  
(please check signs for parking limits)

Access

Shopfront is wheelchair accessible.  
Please contact us with any support requirements.

To Book or Enrol
Tickets and workshop enrolments are 
available online and in person at Shopfront 
(unless otherwise stated). Tickets purchased 
online will incur a small booking fee. 

Bookings for Playwave performances 
are available at playwave.com.au

Follow Like Share! 

Shopfront

 /ShopfrontArts

 /shopfront_arts

 /ShopfrontArts

 /ShopfrontArts

Playwave

   playwavearts

The Shopfront Arts Co-op 2018 Program is correct as at February 2018. 
Shopfront programming is subject to change. © Shopfront Arts Co-op P
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Shopfront Arts Co-op
For young people,
by young people


